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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
2018 was a year of significant growth in all our programs and activities. We successfully increased
our number of partnership with a total of five leading corporations (Enbridge, Wooree, TransAlta,
Capital Power and Nexans Foundation), and five top academic institutions (Texas Tech University,
SAIT, NAIT and the University of Calgary’s Engineering and Sustainable Energy Development
Graduate programs).
LUTW provided safe and efficient lighting systems to over 229 individual homes and 17 buildings
including schools, clinics and community centers in Peru and Guatemala. LUTW worked with 14
local technicians who have been trained in the installation and mantainance of small photovoltaic
and LED lighting systems.
The Social Enterprise also gained momentum providing families with access to “pay as you go”
systems, a novel financing method that offers people the benefit of LED lighting and of the use of
small appliances without having to pay for all the cost upfront.
With this level of growth the number of people involved in LUTW also increased. In 2018, LUTW
added a Program Director, a Communication Director as well as a Communications and Projects
Assistant, three new positions that provide very much needed support to the organization. We also
added various positions in Peru, including two young Canadians who worked with us for six months
through the International Youth Internship Program funded by Global Affairs Canada.

2019 will likely be a year of change with some Directors leaving the Board upon completing their
term and new Directors joining the Board, and expected staff transition as well.
I am personally grateful to be associated and to work with an engaged Board and with a very
dedicated staff in Calgary and in Peru. I wish to thank LUTW staff, the Board and you all for your
support to LUTW, its mission and programs.

Jean-Claude FOUÉRÉ
Board Chair

LIGHT IS JUST THE BEGINNING.
IT CHANGES LIVES

TECHNOLOGY

PEOPLE

SUSTAINABILITY

LUTW BRINGS SOLAR ELECTRICITY TO REMOTE COMMUNITIES WHERE
PEOPLE ARE LIVING OFF-THE-GRID EMPOWERING THEIR LIFE WITH
OPPORTUNITIES. ACCESS TO ENERGY CHANGES THEIR LIFE: IT ENABLES
EDUCATION, BRINGS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, AND IMPROVES HEALTH
CONDITIONS AS PEOPLE STOP USING TOXIC AND EXPENSIVE SOURCES OF
LIGHTING.

COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECTS
Installing solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in community buildings is one of the primary ways
LUTW works towards offering energy access in off-grid locations. Over the course of 2018,
LUTW installed 81 solar PV systems bringing light and electricity to homes, schools, clinics
and community centers in Peru and Guatemala. Over 1,000 people more have now access to
energy and the opportunity to have a more sustainable future. Most community solar
installations are made possible with the financial support from our corporate and academic
partners, and implemented by the field team based in Peru along with the help of local
technicians and volunteers.
LUTW’s community solar projects approach emphasizes training and local ownership as a
means of achieving sustainable development impacts in rural off-grid communities.

TRAINING & EDUCATION
LUTW strives to serve as a knowledge hub
related to battery-based solar PV systems,
expanding understanding on best practices on
working with this technology for off-grid rural
applications. The organization passes this
knowledge on through practical training
programs that are available to everyone. Last
year, LUTW facilitated five courses ranging
from a basic introductory Solar 101 seminar to
a progression of technical workshops for 30
students.
LUTW’s work with academic institutions blends
the community solar projects with our training
and education mission. LUTW offers
customized field programs, where postsecondary students participate in a hands-on
installation of a solar PV system in an off-grid
location. These field trips provide a unique
experience, learning about renewable energy,
while contributing to reducing energy poverty
in the world. Last year, five groups of students
travelled to Peru and Guatemala.

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

LUTW’s social enterprise started in Peru as
a pilot project to serve over 800,000
households in the country that lack
electricity. Today, it has an established
network of local solar promoters, many of
whom are past technicians, who work with
the Peru team to offer families high quality,
pay-as-you-go (PAYG) enabled solar PV
systems designed for off-grid homes. The
PAYG systems provide lighting, device
charging and use of small electronic
devices. In 2018, the social enterprise
distributed 165 solar PV systems reaching
more than 660 people in rural parts of the
country.
The systems were deployed through our two
regional offices and our solar promoters,
who have been trained on the technology so
that they are able to provide first-hand
support to beneficiaries. Last year, LUTW
incorporated 16 new solar promoters into our
network.

WHAT DOES ACCESS TO ENERGY BRING?

FINANCIAL
OPPORTUNITIES
With solar systems
families
have more disposable
income to spend on
school, health or
small businesses.

HEALTH &
SUSTAINABILITY
Clean energy
greatly reduces
health risks
at home and
greenhouse gas
emissions.

EDUCATION &
TECHNOLOGY
Energy immediately
improves conditions
for
education and access
to technology and
information.

PARTNERSHIPS

LUTW has a long history of partnerships with companies and academic institutions. These programs
expand access to energy in off-grid areas while providing mutual benefits, both for beneficiaries
gaining access to electricity in their homes and community buildings, as well as for the employees and
students who have participated directly in these projects as volunteers. In 2018, LUTW had
partnerships with leading corporations such as TransAlta, Capital Power, Enbridge, Wooree and
Nexans Foundation. LUTW also collaborated with top academic institutions such as SAIT, NAIT, Texas
Tech University and the University of Calgary. Their commitment and values, aligned with LUTW’s
mission to improve energy access around the world, have had a real impact on people's lives.
Together, LUTW and its partners have empowered the future of thousands of individuals by bringing
light and electricity into their homes, schools, clinics and community buildings.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Thank you!
In addition to our countless private donors and supporters, LUTW would like to
extend a special thanks to the following organizations for their generous
contributions of time, resources and talent that make our work possible:
ATB Financial
Beakerhead
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Biotalent
Bow Valley College
Canada Helps
Capital Power
Cenovus Employee Foundation
Chimp
Community Initiatives Program, Government of Alberta
Daniel Family Foundation
Enbridge
Eden United Church Women
Global Affairs Canada
Halliburton
Hunting Energy
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
JRG Family Fund at The Calgary Foundation
Junior Achievement

Lee Global Education Award
Makers4Good
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology
Patrick Fuller Foundation
POLARIS
Serving Communities Initiative Program,
Government of Alberta
SkyFire
Solas Energy Consulting
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology
SX Family Fund at The Calgary Foundation
The Co-operators
Texas Tech University
TransAlta
United Way of Calgary and Area
United Way, Donor Choice Program
United Way, Toronto & York Region
University of Calgary
Wooree

2018 Board of Directors
Jean-Claude Fouere
Dean Luciuk
Christine Oudijk

Glenn Beaumont
Paul Varga
Glenn Parry

Tim Schulhauser
Cheryl Barker
Lynn Haight

Patrick Crampton
Scott Fleming

2018 Staff and Interns
Christoph Schultz
Tara Collins
Danielle Denis-Lalonde
Lourdes Niehaus
Ana Robert
Stephany Codd
Chris Jensen
Alex Jahp
Milagros del Carmen Huaman
Tom Griffith

Mesner Osman Luis Minaya
Flor Maria Rivera Valdez
Diana Conrado
Yanira Portella
Ruairí Mcloughlin
Tania Noguera
Aaron Cohen
Ruth Lopez Machacca
Mauricio Arteaga
Jose Hinterholzer

Visionary Founder: Dr. Dave Irvine-Halliday
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